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HISTORICAL SKETCH. 



^pHE organization of a Kansas association of scientific men 
-* at an early date was due to the efforts of Rev. Johns D. 
Parker and Prof. B. F. Mudge, who, in July, 1868, issued a 
call signed by seventeen men for a meeting of all persons in 
the state interested in natural sciences to meet in Topeka. 

The first meeting was held in September of that year, in 
Lincoln College (now Washburn), and the Kansas Natural 
History Society was organized and officers elected. The ob- 
ject, as stated in the original draft of the constitution, "shall 
be to increase and diffuse a knowledge of the natural sciences, 
particularly in relation to the state of Kansas." At the fourth 
annual meeting, held in Leavenworth, in 1871, the name was 
changed to the Kansas Academy of Science. In 1873 the 
Academy became a coordinate department of the State Board 
of Agriculture by the terms of the following act of the legis- 
lature : 

"The Academy of Science shall be a coordinate department 
of the State Board of Agriculture, with their office in the 
agricultural rooms, where they shall place and keep for public 
inspection the geological, botanical and other specimens, the 
same to be under the direction and control of the officers of 
the said Academy of Science. An annual report of the Trans- 
actions of said Academy of Science shall be made on or be- 
fore the 15th day of November of each year, to the State 
Board of Agriculture, for publication in the annual Transac- 
tions of said board." 

The Academy has increased in membership from the origi- 
nal small body of scientists to over 200. It has held forty 
annual meetings, of which nineteen have been held in Topeka, 
six in Lawrence, four in Manhattan, two in Leavenworth, 
three in Emporia, and one each in Atchison, Baldwin, Iola, 
McPherson, Ottawa, and Wichita. 

Twenty-two volumes of the Transactions have been pub- 
lished, varying in size from a few pages in the early numbers 
to 350 pages in the later volumes. These publications contain 
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many papers of recognized scientific value. The exchange list 
includes over 500 names of societies and libraries. 

The Academy is now installed in the north wing of the 
capitol building, at Topeka, in rooms on the fourth floor. It 
has two connecting rooms, used for office and library, and the 
museum is in the adjacent corridor. 

The museum has been greatly increased by the gift of the 
state mineral display erected at the St. Louis Exposition, and 
given suitable cases to hold this large amount of material. 
It thus has the finest economic collection of the Kansas min- 
eral industries in the state — an exhibit which received two 
gold medals, twenty-two silver medals, and fourteen bronze 
medals. 
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CONSTITUTION. 



Section 1. This association shall be called the Kansas 
Academy of Science. 

Sec. 2. The objects of this Academy shall be to increase 
and diffuse knowledge in the various departments of science. 

SEC. 3. Members of this Academy shall consist of two 
classes, active and honorary (including associate). Active 
members may be annual or life members. Annual members 
may be elected at any meeting of the Academy, and shall 
sign the constitution and pay a fee of one dollar and annual 
dues of one dollar; but the secretary and treasurer shall be 
exempt from the payment of dues during the years of their 
service. Any person who shall at one time contribute twenty 
dollars to the funds of this Academy may be elected a life 
member of the Academy, free of assessment. Any member 
who has paid dues to the Academy for ten consecutive years, 
or who has been legally exempt during any portion of that 
time, may be elected a life member on the payment of ten 
dollars. Any member who has been a member of this Acad- 
emy in good standing for twenty years may be elected a life 
member without payment of further fees or dues. Honorary 
members may be elected on account of special prominence in 
science, on the written recommendation of two members of 
the Academy. In any case, a two-thirds vote of members 
present shall elect to membership. Applications for member- 
ship in any of the foregoing classes shall be referred to a 
committee on applications for membership, who shall consider 
such application and report to the Academy before the elec- 
tion. 

Sec. 4. The officers of this Academy shall be chosen by 
ballot at the annual meeting, and shall consist of a president, 
two vice-presidents, a secretary, and a treasurer, who shall 
perform the duties usually pertaining to their respective of- 
fices. The president, secretary and treasurer shall constitute 
an executive committee. The secretary shall have charge of 
all the books, collections and material property belonging to 
the Academy. 
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Sec. 5. Unless otherwise directed by the Academy, the an- 
nual meeting shall be held at such time and place as the 
executive committee shall designate. Other meetings may be 
called at the discretion of the executive committee. 

Sec. 6. This constitution may be altered or amended at any 
annual meeting, by a vote of three-fourths of attending mem- 
bers of at least one year's standing. No question of amend- 
ment shall be decided on the day of its presentation. 
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BY-LAWS. 



I. The first hour, or such part thereof as shall be necessary, 
in each session, shall be set aside for the transaction of the 
business of the Academy. The following order of business 
shall be observed, as far as practicable : 

1. Opening. 

2. Keports of officers. 

3. Reports of standing committees. 

4. Appointment of special committees. 

5. Unfinished business. 

6. New business. 

7. Reports of special committees. 

8. Election of officers. 

9. Election of members. 

10. Program. 

11. Adjournment. 

II. The president shall deliver a public address on the 
evening of one of the days of the meeting, at the expiration 
of his term of office. 

III. No meeting of this Academy shall be held without a 
notice of the same having been published in the papers of the 
state at least thirty days previous. 

IV. No bill against the Academy shall be paid by the treas- 
urer without an order signed by the president and secretary. 

V. Members who shall allow their dues to remain unpaid 
for two years, having been annually notified of their arrear- 
age by the treasurer, shall have their names stricken from the 
roll. 

VI. The secretary shall have charge of the distribution, 
sale, and exchange of the published Transactions of the Acad- 
emy, under such restrictions as may be imposed by the exe- 
cutive committee. 

VII. Eight members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

VIII. The time allotted to the presentation of a single paper 
shall not exceed fifteen minutes. 

IX. No paper shall be entitled to a place on the program 
unless the manuscript, or an abstract of the same, shall have 
been previously delivered to the secretary. 



